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them as invaluable relics. But the Elf from that day was not
seen any more*

In some few years, the tender girls had waxed in stature;
their maiden forms blossomed forth, as the rose pushing up from
the bud; and the fame of their beauty spread abroad over all the
lard. The noblest youths of the people crowded round, with
cases to submit to Father Krokus for his counsel; but at bottom,
these their specious pretexts were directed to the fair maidens,
whom they wished to get a glimpse of; as is the mode with
young men, who delight to have some business with the master
of the household, when his daughters are beautiful. The three
sisters lived in great simplicity and unity together; as yet but
little conscious of their talents. The gift of prophecy had been
communicated to them in an equal degree; and all their words
were oracles, although they knew it not. Yet soon their vanity
awoke at the voice of flattery; word - catchers eagerly laid hold
of every sound proceeding from their lips; Celadons noted down
every look, spied out the faintest smile, explored the aspect of
their eyes, and drew from it more or less favourable prognostics,
conceiving that their own destiny was to be read by means of it;
and from this time, it has become the mode with lovers to deduce
from the horoscope of the eyes the rising or declining of their star
in courtship. Scarcely had Vanity obtained a footing in the virgin
heart, till Pride, her dear confidante, with her wicked rabble of a
train, Self-love, Self-praise, Self-will, Self-interest, were standing
at the door; and all of them in time sneaked in. The elder
sisters struggled to outdo the younger in their arts ; and envied
her in secret her superiority in personal attractions. For though
they all were very beautiful, the youngest was the most so. Frau-
lein Bela turned her chief attention to the science of plants; as
Frauloin Medea did in earlier times. She knew their hidden
virtues, could extract from them poisons and antidotes; and far-
ther, understood the art of making from them sweet or nauseous
odours for the unseen Powers. When her censer steamed, she
allured to her Spirits out of the immeasurable depth of aether,
from beyond the Moon, and they became her subjects, that with
their fine organs they might be allowed to snuff these delicious
vapours: and when she scattered villanous perfumes upon the
coals, she could have smoked away with it the very Zihim and the
OMm from the Wilderness.

Fraulein Therba was inventive as Circe in devising magic for*